
On 6th May you will
have the chance to
support the local Lib.
Dem. Focus Team by
voting to re-elect me as
your ward councillor.
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Liberal Democrats Focus Team - working for you, all year round

Focus on
Whickham North
and Swalwell

“Keep
our strong

Focus Team”

“We work hard all the year
round for our community.”
say Chris and Peter.
“And since Gateshead
Council cut many of their
services, we’ve worked to
ensure residents continue to
receive these by setting up
community groups.”

“From flower beds to
libraries and Christmas trees
to Community Centres -
together with our residents,
we’ve filled in the gaps - even
in this lockdown period.”

“Sonya is a key part of the
team and we can’t afford to
lose her. “
The three of us have also
fought hard to ensure the
voice of local residents is
heard in Gateshead Civic
Centre.

“On 6th May you will have the
opportunity to re-elect Sonya
- and keep the Focus Team
together.

An important part of a Councillor’s job is
listening to residents concerns, doing
something about them and then keeping
everyone updated as to the outcome.
In lockdown, your Focus Team has:

• Held regular on-line advice Surgeries.
• Helpedwith dozens of resident’s issues.
• ProducedFocus leaflets and arranged
for them to be delivered to keep you
up-to-date with local news.
• Increased the frequency of our eFocus.

Listening to residents and
keeping them up to date.
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I play an active role in
many of the community
groups that we have
within Whickham North
and Swalwell.

I have lived in Whickham
and Swalwell all my life,
living in Bullfinch Drive,
Napier Road and Kingsley
Place.

As a child, I went to Front
Street Primary School,
where I now serve as a
School Governor. I then
also attended Whickham
(Comprehensive) School.

For the last 10 years I
have been a security
advisor for a large retailer
in the Metro Centre.

I changed jobs this year
and am now a business
developer.

SONYA
HAWKINS

..the best choice
for Whickham
North & Swalwell
on May 6th.

Growing Up

I was first elected 9
years ago as part of your
Lib Dem Focus Team
of councillors, joining
Cllr. Peter Craig and Cllr.
Chris Ord as your
representatives on
Gateshead Council.Working

Communities

2021 election

On the
Council

I am deeply committed
to doing my best for the
communities that I both
live in and know so well.

I’m currently Chair of
Lighting Up Whickham
and also a Trustee at
Swalwell Community
Centre, as well as being
involved in many other
aspects of our local
community.

Sonya Hawkins X
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is Back!

As well as this regular newsletter your Lib Dem
councillors provide an email update full of up to the
moment local news - in between Focus releases.

If you would like to receive eFocus, email the message
“subscribe” to jonathanwallace329@gmail.com. Please
include your name and address.

How to ge t mo re l o c a l n ews

Along with everyone else we’ve been in lockdown and as
a result our usual newsletter service to residents has been
on hold.

We suspended our Focus newsletters during the
lockdown period, but increased the frequency of our email
version; eFocus to once every ten days. Please see below
for how to sign up for this.

In eFocus, we have been updating residents with news of
Council services as things have changed. Many people
have found this to be a good way of keeping in touch with
the current situation.

As government relaxation of the lockdown rules
progresses, we are restarting Focus deliveries, but instead
of delivering ourselves, at this stage we are supporting
local delivery companies who have restarted work.

And for the time being, we are keeping party politics out of
Focus. There is a time and place for it - but not at the
moment.

And Cllr. Chris Ord added, “ Despite the easing of the
lockdown the virus has not gone away. It is very important
that we all remain vigilant and continue to follow
government advice and guidelines.”

• Recent Whickham Focuses. Focus is now being produced again in
the 3 Whickham wards.

Whickham in Lockdown

2 minute silence

People across the UK
joined in a moment of
Remembrance at 11am on
Friday 8th May, the 75th
Anniversary of VE Day.

A single bell at St Mary’s
Church rang out from 10:30
to 11:00 am to mark the
occasion. This was followed
by a 2 minute silence on
Church Green.

In other locations around
Whickham people observed
their own 2 minute silence
in their own homes or
gardens.

Garden Parties

In Whickham and other
parts of Gateshead, working
within lockdown rules, to
celebrate VE Day 75, many
families brought out their
tables & chairs to the front of
their houses, decorated their
gardens with bunting, flags
and posters, held a picnic
and played 1940’s music.

Some even dressed up in
either 1940s costumes or
red, white & blue.

A good time was had by all
and it was all achieved
safely.

The lockdown has shown
communities at their best and
we’ve been proud to be part of
those communities, battling
against the coronavirus, the
biggest threat to our country since
the Second World War.

Cllr. Peter Maughan said,
“Whether it is helping to make
sure that neighbours have
everything they need, clapping
NHS and key workers, self-
isolating from others, working from
home or choosing to use locally
owned and run shops, we have all
done our bit in our own area to
help us get through the crisis.” • Shopping in Whickham

with social distancing.
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Focus on Swalwell

Looking
Ahead
to 2021

Focus is produced several times a year, but if you want to
keep up to date with local news on a more regular basis,
there are 2 ways that you can do this:

Sign up to our email newsletter; eFocus by emailing the
message “subscribe” to jonathanwallace329@gmail.com.
Please include your name and address.

Or visit our Facebook page: Focus on NE16

Keep up to date with loca l n ew s

2020 was a challenging year and one we won’t easily
forget, so let's hope 2021 is better than last year.

At last, we can see light at the end of the tunnel. Three
vaccines have been approved and others are expected to
follow. It will however take many months before everyone
can be vaccinated.

That means we must continue to work hard to stay safe.
Please maintain social distancing and wear a mask where
you are less than 2 metres of someone from outside your
household.

Meanwhile, your Lib Dem Focus Team continues to work
hard for you. We are holding our meetings and surgeries
online and have trebled the number of email newsletters we
produce.

We are also as usual bringing you news about what is
happening in our local communities via Focus, using a local
delivery company.

Please feel free to contact us using the details overleaf.
We are always pleased to hear from you.

Trains to Return to Swalwell?

Peter

Sonya

Chris

Ward
Councillors

On-line
Meeting

There would also be a new railway station in Swalwell.
Swalwell station closed to passengers in 1953 and closed
completely in 1960.
The proposed reopening of the line has the support of the

North-East Combined Authority Joint Transport Committee
and is included in their Draft Transport Plan.
We will keep you posted on the feasibility study and would

welcome your views.

Early in 2020, The Department for Transport requested
submissions of applications to the Ideas Fund which is part
of the Restoring Your Railways Fund.
An application of interest for a feasibility study for the

former Derwent Valley Railway Line to be reopened from
the Tyne Valley Railway Line at the Metro Centre to
Consett was submitted by the MP for North-West Durham,
Richard Holden.
We can advise you that the application has reached the

final national shortlist of 16 schemes and the feasibility
study has been granted by the Department of Transport.

If the scheme is approved the railway line would branch
off the original route and run alongside Swalwell Cricket
Club, follow the old railway lines in the former Derwent
Haugh Cokeworks, under the road bridge past the Swalwell
allotments, along past the Toyota and Mazda garages at
the Metro Centre and join the Tyne Valley Railway Line
next to where the River Derwent meets the River Tyne.

The new line would run alongside the River Derwent.

The old Swalwell station closed in 1960.

“A key part
of the team.”



planting and schools and
the voluntary sector will
be involved.
In our area, we have

already made a start by
using money from our
Local Community Fund to
work with Durham Wildlife
Trust to plant trees in Cross
Lane Meadows, Swalwell
early last year.

Contact us: Peter 488 0787
Sonya 422 2206
Chris 488 2545

Sonya
Hawkins X

Community Centre Trustee

Supporting our Schools

To keep a strong Lib
Dem Focus Team

Sonya is a key member of the Whickham North Focus
Team (see below), that gives residents a strong voice in
Whickham and Swalwell.

Lib Dem Focus Team

Sonya chairs the
Lighting up Whickham
team, who raise the
funding needed to pay
for the Whickham
Christmas tree and
lights and who also
organise the switch-on
in late November.
She works with Peter
(Vice Chair) and Chris
who are both active
members of the group,
f u n d r a i s i n g
throughout the whole
year by events such as
the Community Fair on
St. Mary’s Green,
Whickham, which is
usually held in July
each year.

AlongwithherwardcolleaguePeterCraig (bothpictured
above), Sonyahasbeena trusteeofSwalwell Community
Centre since 2015. Chris Ord (inset) has now also joined
the team.
For the last six years she has volunteered at the

pensioners Christmas lunch for older people. She also
helps out at Coffee Mornings and the Christmas Fayre,
helping to raisemuch needed funds towards the running
of the centre.

Your local ward
councillors support
our local schools in
several ways, for
example by acting
as governors at our
local schools.
Sonya is now in her
9th year at Front
Street and Chris
served for 15 years
on that Governing
Body.

At a meeting of Gateshead Council just before
lockdown, Sonya seconded a motion calling for a tree
planting strategy to be drawn up - this was supported
unanimously by all elected council members.
Areas of council owned land will be identified for

Woodland Trust

Plant a Tree to
Save the World

Trees use up CO2, produce
oxygen and provide vital

homes for wildlife.

By planting more trees, we
can all help to make a start
on tackling climate change.

Helping with the Climate Crisis

Liberal Democrat Focus Team
Caring About Our Community

Funding our
Christmas Trees
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